Home » Corfu Travel Blog: An Insider’s View of Corfu Greece » Travelling in Greece » List of Greek Words in English - Free Downloadable PDF

List of Greek Words in English — Free
Downloadable PDF

By Teol Posted in: Travelling in Greece | 0

Greek Words in English - A Unique Exploration

The Greek (Hellenic) language has contributed enormously to English, particularly in fields such as science,
medicine, mathematics, and the arts. Countless English words—ranging from phenomenon and symbiosisto
democracy and athletics—trace their roots directly to ancient Greek.

Many of these words also reflect Greece’s rich mythology and culture, with references to Olympian gods,
legendary heroes, and classical concepts, producing terms like herculean or aphrodisiac. Beyond everyday
language, Greek word elements continue to fuel new coinages in specialized fields: think photography,
telemetry, biomechanics, and cinematography.

Scholars estimate that roughly 30% of modern English vocabulary is derived from Greek, either directly or
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through Latin intermediaries. This explains why English, though fundamentally Germanic, is so flexible and able
to incorporate technical, philosophical, and cultural terminology.

This PDF offers a comprehensive list of Greek words used in English, organized into categories for easier
reference. Whether you are a student, a language enthusiast, or simply curious, it provides a valuable snapshot
of how ancient Hellenic roots still shape our modern vocabulary.

For those inspired by Greek history and culture, diving deeper can be as immersive as visiting a Greek island. Our
Corfu Complete Tourist Guide offers practical tips, hidden gems, and insights into the landscapes, monuments,
and traditions that make Corfu a destination worth exploring.



Parthenon

Travelling in Greece

So, did you know you can speak Greek?

List of Greek words in English

Only an example of a few words of Greek origin is below, with their writing in the modern Greek language and

their spelling with Latin characters. Practically unchanged since antiquity.
Everyday Words Science & Mathematics Medicine & Health Philosophy & Abstract Concepts Mythology &

Culture Technology & Modern Coinages

Everyday Words

Air The invisible gaseous substance surrounding the Earth Anp (Aér)



Aroma

Athletics

Center

Clergy

Character

Dialogues

A spiritual being, messenger

A pleasant smell

Sports activities or competitions

Middle point or area

Religious officials

Moral or personal traits

Series of conversations

Ayyehoc (Angelos)

pwua (Aroma)

OAnTLou6C (Athlétismos)

Kévtpo (Kentro)

KAnpkog (Klerikos)

Xapaktnp (Charaktér)

AlaMoyol (Dialogoi)



Drama

Enthusiasm

Harmony

ldiom

Story performed by actors

Sound refiection

Intense interest or passion

Very large being

Musical or general balance

Religious image or symbol

Phrase with special meaning

Apdua (Drama)

vBouolaouog (Enthousiasmos)

[yac (Gigas)

pudovia (Harmonia)

E kwv (Eikon)

Slwpa (Idioma)



Jealous

Litany

Martyr

Nectar

Ocean

Object of worship

Feeling envy

Series of prayers

Person dying for faith

Inspirational goddesses

Drink of gods

Large body of water

E dwho (Eidolo)

Z M\oc (Zélos)

Autn (Lité)

Mdptupac (Martyras)

Mouoec (Mouses)

Néktap (Nektar)

keavoce (Okeanos)




Olympic

Scene

Scholar

Talent

Relating to Olympic Games

Literary composition in verse

Setting or episode

Learned person

Non-physical being or soul

Celestial bodies

Natural ability

AupTtTLakog (Olympiakos)

Moinua (Poiéma)

>knvn (Skené)

> X0oANaoTLKOC (Scholastikos)

Mve pa (Pneuma)

otépeg (Asteres)

Tahavtov (Talanton)




Tone Musical pitch Tovoce (Tonos)

Triumph Great success or victory Oplaupog (Thriambos)

Utopia Ideal place O torria (Outopia)

Zone Area or region Zwvn (Zoneé)

Science & Mathematics

Abiogenesis Origin of life from non-living matter ABloyéveon (Abiogenesis)

Analysis Detailed examination of something vaAuolc (Analysis)



Asteroids

Astronomy

Atmosphere

Bacterium

Chemistry

Chromatic

Small rocky bodies in space

Study of celestial objects

Layer of gases surrounding a planet

Single-celled microorganism

Study of life

Science of substances

Relating to colors

otepoeldng (Asteroeideés)

otpovopia (Astronomia)

Tuoodatpa (Atmosphaira)

Baktrplov (Baktérion)

BloAoyia (Biologia)

Xnueia (Chémeia)

Xpwuatikog (Chromatikos)



Chronology

Chronos

Cosmology

Cyclone

Dynamics

Study of time sequences

Personification of time

Study of the universe

Three-dimensional square

Multiple repeating series

Large rotating storm

Study of forces and motion

Xpovohoyia (Chronologia)

Xpovoc (Chronos)

Koopohoyia (Kosmologia)

KUBog (Kubos)

KukAol (Kykloi)

KukAwvag (Kyklonas)

Auvauikn (Dynamiké)



Genetic

Geography

Kinetic

Massive system of stars

Related to genes

Study of Earth’s surface

Study of Earth’s physical structure

Diagram representing data

Relating to motion

Prefix meaning large

foAa€lac (Galaxias)

[eveTikog (Genetikos)

lewypadia (Geographia)

lewoyia (Geologia)

[padn (Graphé)

Kwntikoe (Kinetikos)

Makpo- (Makro-)



Mathematics

Meteorology

Microcosm

Neutron stars

Paleontology

Phenomenon

Study of numbers and quantities

Prefix meaning great or large

Study of the atmosphere and weather

Small-scale world

Extremely dense stars

Study of fossils

Single observable event

MaBnuatikd (Mathématika)

Méya (Mega)

Metewpoloyia (Meteorologia)

Mukpodkoopog (Mikrokosmos)

Neutpovia actépla (Neutron asteria)

MaAatovtoloyia (Palaiontologia)

dawvoéuevo (Phainomenon)



Physiology

Planets

Seismology

Stratigraphy

Tectonic

Study of body functions

Multiple orbiting bodies

Study of earthquakes

Study of rock layers

Organized structure

Relating to Earth’s structure

Place or location

duoLoloyia (Physiologia)

NAavnteg (Planétes)

>elopoloyia (Seismologia)

> Tpwpatoypadia (Stromatographia)

Suotnua (Systéma)

TekTovikog (Tektonikos)

Tomoc (Topos)



Medicine & Health

Analgesic

Anesthesia

Antiseptic

Clinic

Dermatitis

Pain reliever

Loss of sensation

Prevents infection

Healthcare facility

Skin inflammation

vaAynTiko (Analgesic)

valoBnota (Anesthesia)

VTLONTITIKO (Antiseptiko)

KAwkn (Kliniké)

Aeppuatitic (Dermatitis)




Diabetes

Gastroenterology

Hormone

Oncology

Pediatrics

Pharmacology

Metabolic disease

Nutritional regimen

Study of digestive system

Chemical messenger

Study of tumors

Medical care of children

Study of drugs

Alapntng (Diabetes)

Atatta (Dieta)

[aotpevtepoloyia (Gastroenterologia)

puovn (Hormone)

ykohoyia (Onkologia)

Mawdlatpikn (Pediatrics)

dappakoloyia (Pharmakologia)




Pneuma Breath or spirit Mve pa (Pneuma)

Prognosis Prediction of disease outcome Mpodyvwon (Prognosis)

Psychologists Experts in mental processes Wuxohoyol (Psychologoi)

Psychopharmacology  Study of drugs affecting the mind Wuxodappakoloyia (Psychopharmakologia)

Psychothera Treatment of mental disorders WuxoBepameia (Psychotherapeia)
Y Py P Y P

Therapy Treatment of disease Oeparreia (Therapia)

Philosophy & Abstract Concepts



Academics

Anathema

Apocalypse

Archaeo

Scholars, people engaged in study

Peak, highest point

Public gathering place

Comparison based on similarity

Curse, something forbidden

Revelation

Ancient, original

kadnuaikoi (Akadémaikoi)

Kun (Akme)

yopd (Agora)

valoyia (Analogia)

vaBepa (Anathema)

TTokAAUYLC (Apokalypsis)

pxa o¢ (Archaio)




Archangel

Archetype

Axioms

Dialectics

Dialogue

Chief angel

Original model

Self-evident truths

Method of argument

Conversation

Accepted belief

pxdyyehoc (Archangelos)

pxétutov (Archetypon)

a Tto- (Auto-)

Elwpa (Axioma)

Slalektikn (Dialektiké)

dlahoyocg (Dialogos)

6o6yua (Dogma)




Fantasy

Nicomachean

Paradigm

Study of morality

Good, well

Imaginative thought

Thought, concept

System of reasoning

Related to Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics

Model, example

Owkn (Ethiké)

davtaoia (Phantasia)

6¢a (Idea)

Noykn (Logiké)

Nikopaxeiog (Nicomacheios)

mapddelypa (Paradeigma)




Paradoxes

Philanthropy

Philosophers

Philosophy

Sophistry

Symbolism

Multiple contradictions

Love of humanity

Multiple thinkers

Study of knowledge and existence

Having a fear

Deceptive reasoning

Use of symbols

mmapddo€a (Paradoxa)

dLAavepwrtia (Philanthropia)

dLAocodol (Philosophoi)

dLhocodia (Philosophia)

doPLkog (Phobikos)

codloteia (Sophisteia)

OUMBOALOUOC (Symbolismos)




Symposium Academic meeting ouuTooLov (Symposion)

Tactic Strategy, plan TakTKN (Taktiké)

Theorems Proven propositions Oewpnuata (Theoremata)

Theorized Formulated a theory OewpnBev (Theoréthén)

Authenticity Genuineness uBevtikotnTa (Authentikotéta)

Epistemology Study of knowledge motnpoAoyia (Epistémologia)

Hypothesis Proposed explanation moBeolc (Hypothesis)




Ideas Thoughts, concepts 6¢ec (Idees)

Methodology Study of methods ueBodoroyia (Methodologia)

Phenomenology Study of experience dawvouevoloyia (Phainomenologia)

Mythology & Culture

Acrobat Performer skilled in gymnastic feats KpoBdatng (Akrobatés)

Aeolian Related to Aeolus, god of winds A ohwkoc (Aiolikos)

Aegis Protection, shield of Zeus Ayic (Aigis)




Amphitheatre Variant of amphitheater udpLOEatpov (Amphitheatron)

Antholo Collection of works vOohoyila (Anthologia)
gy g

Athena Goddess of wisdom env (Athéna)

Titan holding the sky tAac (Atlas)

Long heroic poem mog (Epos)

Erotic Related to love PWTLKOC (Erotikos)

Good news, religious text e ayyéAilov (Euangelion)




Hercules

Heroes

Panorama

Panthers

Paradeisos

Hero of Greek mythology

Multiple heroic figures

Multiple religious songs

Goddess of victory

Complete view

Multiple large felines

Garden, paradise

PakA ¢ (Héraklés)

pweg (Héroes)

uvot (Hymnoi)

Nikn (Niké)

mavopaua (Pandérama)

mavenpec (Panthéres)

mmapddelooc (Paradeisos)




Prophet Religious seer mpodntng (Prophétés)

Sanctuary Sacred place £pov (Hieron)

Symphon Harmonious sound oupdwvia (Symphonia)
ymphony

Zeus King of gods Zeug (Zeus)

Technology & Modern Coinages

Acoustics Study of sound KOUOTLKOC (akoustikos)

Auto- Self a Tocg (autos)




Centre

Electronic

Examination of living tissue

Middle point

Hidden, secret

Related to computers or control

Using electrons

108 (prefix)

Blog (bios) + "yic (opsis)

KEvTpov (kentron)

KPUTTTOC (kryptos)

KuBepvntng (kybernétés)

#ektpov (élektron)

£ (ex, “out”)

dwp (hydor)




bakpoc (makros)

Beyond, after uetd (meta)

uoévocg (monos)

Study of vision/light kN (optikée)

¢ % (phos)

Planet Wandering star mAavATNG (planétés)

Pseudo- weudng (pseudes)

























